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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN IDEA.

BY BARRY PAIN.

Piieadilly, “just recovered from rather
an unplessant ft of hysteria Albert C
Wisaks would have thanked God for me, | 800 argue it out with himself. The
gt Wrlmot positively does not want story should be published in the Cose
to j»e my parent He would cheerfully | mopolitan. Why not? [t was unhappy,
eacrifice a year’s income i by so doing | if-‘-m'_nmnns. wratched, that a _humur-
be could definitely get me ont of his | 01 ides should have come to him yes
hetad. But he cannot. [ am going to | terday of all days. But he had not

COFYRIOET. Ll

of want of feeling on his part—thatlay
far more in the writine than in the
publication of the st He would

er Cirele was by no means sat-
hiis lust bateh of parngraphs, |
ril to ba deprived of

the In:

outthe

knowledge wit
kor its acquisition
withont eves, 1 1d he

i

oannat aff

" f ama mrersry idea.  TUnhorn ae yet, | “there are people.™ ‘insre’are not ant | ba born, and this is the first part of the | sought for it. He had even struggled |
N sot e saper | Bow, for he is slone in the room. The | process. | to the atmost to put the thing out of
d printing i ne | Expression of lhis is carcful. Ha The trouble is that 1 am inappropris 28 head. After all, if there was any
erapfirr. 1 am « Wis £ be pareful. mse the editor of .y harm done—if there had been aoy sign

! 1 eourse, after that he had nothing ! 0o trie Justl ce to her, or Decause A '
| to do but to «it down before the flre |

tressed him 1 hat any other eyes but his
own should see Mauds plcture. Dur-
ing the period of jor in the funny ruc-
eessful story fl sat be wrote on the night
that Msnd wis buried. he had been

resdy with sha ils of enphemisti® cheer- |

ful argoments t o prove that he wasacl-
ing finely. Yey. as a matter of fact
the nnepsiness jthat he felt arcse from
a kind of fear. \He dectded to
portrait wway w ith her letters in the
buresu. As he 'was doing so, his eye
fell on the first mte that he had cver
roceived! from Man d—merely an invita-
tion to dinner, trritten to save her
mother the tromhble. written in shy,
formal lsngumre. emd commencing
with “Dear Mr. Fylmot.” An impulss

| geized him to lowk mrain, by way of

I

|

lmove as [ will, ind maut v o6 week which he receives | | mever ?l:‘: ‘iafﬁ name to it, « f,c ‘;.sr*t-. 3:'-0
pot hinder my > very fashijonable journal. | one shul!!-" be alle ‘.“. :..g:;l_h'f';.‘ Maud's
pwifter than 1i i { ~thoagh more l | lover tonk the loss of her ingatiy. ll:.cl
s thought. You t 1d briefly—that | he would take no remunerstion for it.
[f an idea 18 g k= would have to | : | He Wm:]n.’. forward the amommt of !.he
peither lock - iy 1 sineing impression | | ehieque that he received from :1‘1» Los- |
I will prevent v || of i ST ance Wit gh | i -):s_'s:"l to some charity. Besides,
pnd insuperal b= |5 ; ner Cirele would dis- | | what right had he to keep :h“. Etory
pent and muke 1L | pense with his saluable services. The | TE IDEA APPROACIES WIL. WILEES | from the public? It ;hi;rl.!'_n--t be—
You muay be oo L ihe editor—-who was rather  ate—horribly and grotesquely inappro- ]:rnlﬂ_hl)-' was got—so spl -x_,idt_r_ end
fou are its pa and (this % e \ y pant- | pria for 1 have discovered more ®mazingly good as he had Im:gmr-_l.
Rue) you will 1 u s | lng paper “More | sbout myself, and I find that [ am a ot still he knew something of his
purv.m Tas ; i < e i ¢, humecrous ides. I am the newest, the DPasiness, and he lene hat it would ba
To the large cres of th nation | you forgy most delicious;, the most incvitably hu- lileely to ba popules, It mizht cheer
I mizht be pictus«l, I o i nee gou tendo when son are 196 morous kdes that ever has been or ever T80T Who were {1l nud depressed. and
siate. ns o Puck-liln 10w the butler snd not good | will be. The bars thopght of me 8ddsomeshing to the sum -f lfum!‘.n .
the imagi 1 s ' f ru mnster to kuow | brings 4 deep satisfaction right asway hilmlil}:sﬂ- .-\t-:d he ¢11 not think that
leet my § t Y I it, [ peereelsve, Albert  down in the very pit of one’s apprecia- the critics, with their Athenian long-
dege. ght- ting laborivusly: tions. At first [ am too great for langh- Ing to see and t-'? bear some new thing, |
pst evide s that 't o not = ter, but the laughter comes. It commes W"“{]'! miss uoticing the novelty ﬂ.l"'l
sclect t ut, on 1 ther in chuckles; it swells and grows to Spirit of it. Indeed he had mingled
dand, the o3 % i sheking paroxysms.  Here, in this feelings of philanthropy 3:{‘1 scli-abne-
all—that th jdons. [} room, bat half an hour ago Wrlmot at gation s he sat down Lo write fon dee
hm not presel thiut the Jeast reached the full appreciation of edged puper] a little note to the editor
man  whom v parent TS L me. 1t had been growing upon hilm of ?:h'-"-nl"‘.u:mlt‘-_an,
phould be & ver: 1 a2y ever sites the moment in the mourn- To a certain extent he decsived him
¢ i . Ia and: |-fONE 2 ‘ng coach when [ first came to hiim. self. If Albert Weoks had voluntarily
F‘;m:l ma beng it 1 s G E et ted, Leeanss hiz | There hed beea at intervals sudden ;"""n'l“"'l‘"i; on *‘-’“jm'-"-’“‘i E-':o‘-’:"!-&
shall brin mnd  fusos ' striving, valgar, respectably,  Emiles over his face. sreceeded by en is ]‘n,."l-ardl.'lllm for @ short ....1,_,“ thera
pirent. Eren ne whes ) toy T fe hius eome into the | €Xpression of agonized shame sud con-  ¥0Uid have been mﬂi}ms in the s
ot tell 3 ‘ CEERER trition. But at the full appreciation riflee. But Wylmot 1?.;1!- a private 11}- .
; Lexn) A ISR, me on pow, Oh, ©f me gave up the struggle snd bogan | €95, more than suflicient for -._11 his |
0 This §s, of « u 1 L { vour ten. ead Iwas |10 lsugh. He threw back Lis head; he needs, and o bim the surrencer of the |
then humility is only it Are vou comin's Stamped one food: he held his sides eheck meant nF"l‘lflR-i His e.u.mmh-:'
l--«.'_.--:;-- of the we U he soaiadish in the With both hands; beroared; he howled of the reputation which he l‘n-.'l‘ir.we‘.l
he strong minority auble the At the ervin® was | Beiplessly. | would atiach o the author of “Ellen
e ity to ke respect | o is Dilderspin's bill _ His laughter stopped quite suddenly, | ﬂ:’3 nmount to something, for he had
bo wehi s do not entitle ; he did tothe kitchen.range. ns great fits of laughter aften do, us if the weakness cul etinm saepe boni in- |
I decided Lo co —one. soventeen, S ® it kad h.—:nn cut short with a clean stroke dnlgent: but jt d!_d not amount to very
Bos a vast mass T 8 SR TR m\;__ His ‘editcs of a kunife. He 10:1&: out his watch, mmuen, bemu;-s it is an execedingly rare
orted out into hoases and the iim 3la wak bas glenced at it and—just as he h.ud real- | thing for a singls th'l"l-‘ story to '1‘."' i
known on the n-penny He 4 vervdved. A jzed the full humor of me—renlized the truct any o ’-'ntiﬁn nt all, and althongh
Fonwis y ¥ull borror of the situntion. Three 1 believed in the chance of

paap as

ich ws=sa really coming
een intarrupted
And sapper is

®E3en,” he knew that it was not more
than a thousand-to-one chance. Nor
wns there we much o his doubt

ehort hours before he had stood besida
an open gruve, wherein he did then
mont truly believe that all his interest

ol = st e looks rather : 5 .

Fulhaom tisn n termmee of 11 is one and all the brightpess of his life Iny. “Ll.l‘.l]lt'l‘ bhe had the f!'g'}ll‘._fdl' the !lk‘!l
ound houses, and there = no ex :::'.1.|-.|“ That was three hours agao. of his pm_'M-r.aI sorrow, todeny the pub-
fference, oxeept the “r, SRR e Sisy sl And yel he had just finished a fit of 1&: an enjoyment. .

tween 23 and the Tes e down his pen, stamps his foot and the wildest, most ur:fm}rnl:: ble laugh- The real resson tlu?! swayed him was

fesidence of Albert We Niturary like u mud blackguned—sweonrs ter. He had been allowing himself to paternal lovee He had made me and

h: Shall 1 enter, and Hid Alhert . 1 be amused, It was just here thnt Wyl« seon that | was very good.  He conld

Weelkss bo my pur I sh bring | ' % e -r‘ Ahall T maks thissoan gy | 00 had that unpleasant sttuck of hy- not commit infanticide. He liked to ex-

ll-l'!l money AhG re] uiAT Tid -!'\-‘n | '.’-.]f I. crept t':r:.;n“ll II?;"I-! lu-‘\ l‘:“{ ateria. u bimeelf, "n.: Ahi‘ cutious mixture

be able tolive In o bette e than ;” into tho \\-iijl'-r\'-;'rr-\- Lr'iltn wl.mvt He has recovered f‘:..m it, and has ol tnln-:m-_ humility and some subtle

this; poople would come to him anpd [_‘" Fhrr 1;;-«:--- ol -;;. ii.- Iwe»u'ul eomposed  himeelf. ll:‘-: face '..-‘.!n-:-j- vanities always mode s desperate busi-
b ¢ s R e e white nOw, and be looks rather like & mess of it “‘hvn\l-vqr the real explans-
e . S Tie Wcmlri mun under & curse He ;r-:'l:- out his i NWas some simple 1_!.111[:.
= B g N : writing materials. **Mand,” he says, His note to the editor of the Cos-
?_“h = \,l‘- h_: Tu”.. T lfnrk; finish “,“‘ roftly, *von ure not minding, are you? mopoliten ran as fellows:
I., h.,., _wn one lrmp-"'-‘P‘“'“ This blamed thing has got into my  “My Dras Roces vou will read the In-
i to his wife that e was reals {100 T didn't want to think of anye €& ary. yoi w and how gladly I
”:T'”n. ; 'h-.ih ) ‘:ml e wu'“f thing bumorous, but this came tome. 1 “hut as 3';‘:
= Ry ]‘jf]“""m" :.n.:::hmd j‘n? his Muud, it would make the dead luugh— ‘,’};", gt
:\Iu be & :-;i:m:;:::.'“-?‘g’n.'.r;:h;'u;‘-'kl it 1s too funny—and I dont went to o ofien Beand
-\“'1*.;,. would h‘-‘ :"1 2 : I “'\i'. think of it any more. That is why | 7 {:m.i:‘f!;’: “l
sl : e i EIX | an poing to write it all out. Then - f b A

months he would have real money and  hpeguses [ am

o ek 1 & ble to pat it aside yau
wrhaps | may be able to put it aside,

L &s Ants RS e L e, iz o
e, And acae would Be WOro | G, Maud, don't think that I'm Irrever- | Lo ia srds betace 1 oo ag thclar oy
TOTas o e s % | ent and unfeeling. My heart is dead | #uch bosiness as I have on hand  But Iam
new soapdish, new furniteres, new and withwon. T hate myvsalfl for hav- | 5570 you w 11l appreciate how sager I am to gt
reswuy o al ife ‘Er - W e . - ey | Sue pince—any piace—whire solitude and si-
dresses for his wife. 'E ¥ would ing laurhed, but had to. [ will gat rid | lence aro possible. Ifear tiat ih
have toys and a guo- { vt would, 2 atita A 3 - 2 last coutributlon to the | o0
: ¥ 4 : ¥i) of this idea that's hannting me, and | 0L S0 MR o e o
et A SeeR. | ghen [ don't think Ishall ever laugh | 1ol you that fran beaee
ey wonld be off to the seaside fora again.” dead.  Yours sver. i
f ard do the thing well, and Now [ think it mu -t boscknowledged

lle sits down, andiat the top of the
page writes in a large hand, “Ellen.”
It is the title of the story which is to
embody me. He writes fast for half an

that, fora man who
o linr, this letter is
dew distinetly ereditable.

personal  purapraphs would sap "
Mr. Weeks and his family were
the swwinter in Triehton,

here it Is to be hoped that this new

o5 puing

oembodiments have

gay: “Afbert Weeks w ( you | = s = tY ot el 1 hour, and then a servant brings io the It is !l over. N
Fet that perfectly splen e FALSERNC, TR TV MR Hehted Inmps | boen multiplied, sinee the Cosmopoli-
avould taste rity, & oom- P e o | “The moment the servant hae g0n8 | tan has sold out seven editions of the
pincently, and subscribe to & press- | '.'TI'.I'!-V- .e-f_-{de that T will | the pen dashes down on the paper pumber which contains me, to a mar-
putting arency. Shall 1 seleet yor | 2R = '.\'_]'U.t s “'.l“ ny. seveat, 1 aguin, as thongh it had gained an ad-  wolous oxter I have been a phenomi-
not? hiioes I"‘.m'_'“l',.l:)“' : :nn‘.'.-m_v 2% | gitional fmpetus by beiog kept buck | nal, gnd un[\"n‘vrl-..-nh--l-m-.-.:e-.:n In li:.--
Albert We lea. L T !..'. ant to '|nq~.-"._1 ’.\“H‘l'?. for a minute He does not dine outs library of the eountry honse. in the
and has threech 4 Voeels, id 1 do want ": satisiy my he does not go to the eluh He writes n...:,.r_‘. in Mo '.|'-: uﬂ'\'ln'- P:m"n! in
N R R TR ..\:;n wh . ’\i_.'. .‘:-. n whim de :w':cl_\' at lrhtning “de. .wni_v pnn!-i'}r: Lo 1;:‘._‘_,.31:“,”1.‘.-.[‘_.‘_!_ “_ in W'.l.:killﬂ.'?‘r?;i;n"i
rated. 1o met her 3 1 days | T¢ "‘"‘ A """ Weeks, g Inugh from time to time more wildly clubs, In ;-riv;.r-- hovise bars, in ﬁn-giun-i
when he e St . i L .‘.. ‘J‘-’ r“.}: S I.n.!n ™ & greal | shan ever Ho luughs snd writes, | in Amerlen, Iu the 1-|r10:15'*r—‘e""1'"“:
his love nsa k . ]: r L S !'!:n, _I 1‘1: fIM“ ledge, writes snod laughs, on snd on, mtll he  where whare Englich, or an at\-prf-xim:‘l—
th re wusa i { " ’ ”_J r‘ = i r'" ﬂ':- ’ -."‘f ince, 1 be- finds that the Inmps are going out, and | 5,0 toit. is spuken—1 am li;u subleot
§n his marr s SIS = .'II Sl it b “hf‘ﬁ' glances at his watah, Tt is five o'clock | o7 disenssion sere is & touch of the
R il " but | o :n tiot sure I know 1 am in the moming, and the stack of paper | yplversal about me. and siready the
fpree Is well ont of their lives for ever :‘ ) :.“-“}I;T N DS LS b m.“ in front of him is the finkhed story—me transintors nre lm.-v ]";Iﬂl.l."h-i.n\!"l..‘.
\ass T driterfere. T ra | ED i- -.r.{ what sy 1 m'u .'.rrh._--_ll--u.-._'.‘ myself—me, the magnifcently humors | crities hnee heen Mmors S 'ﬁfll:r]\'lﬂn‘
 of good. 1 yearn t1: seo ! telf In my | oo iden thu ic than ever before nbout me;
1 1 form. 1 mustposi ot born. He draws buck the curtain mnd lets  ¢ha peverest critics have unbent. |

the wan London daylight Izto the
rocem.  He realizes that he feele vory
exhapsted and shaky, goes to the shide-
board in an adjoining romm, and gets
bimsel! some brandy. He drinks two

lsewhere
trafio 1= belng

a long funvral

e

L, let me exar
Here, 1 ol W

L

nsl attractlonof a mys
really know
wy eutha
edltor

i

e Ervoe

have ti

pnd he ha
lu- f= 2 bagsy
The fro

the

he goss off to bed,
furthier emotion.
e will e & el

Lll“f

ored hook to him
He falls to sleep at
sleeps long b

any
12

of ant s ali
until he has slept.

i

onoe, beaviiv, &

on the table In the ¥

born, i a snow-white munuoseript |

tion. Will suy reluctant parent
in the morning? | e

= ma- it
{ AMand Farra-

dJ to have mar-
it Tk %l tarn g ths hence i she had

R |

AFTER BIRTI.

No. I nm safe
velope, direct
whirled alym
In

foolecnp en-

stumped,

% postal armangement.
i his way. Wylmot
rather late nexs$ |
g- He locked bYeaten, humill-
tired and half starved. e cast
vindictive glance at me and passed
the next iwwre breakfast
ready for rather a
When the
etely broken
mping heart
o with
L 4

it whe saw
look st & moan

happened t

who has

room,

Whs

bir
l hicart is &
Blow

o on with it

tirae over

he ordinary

wi stitl

1"..-‘ cithie

Ll

o

Organs

w e

T 5l

ghe plensur ; ol3matals | & r $ ton sppetite rather than destr
this o v hns i i o \
pusly nud frvy 1 T 1
ner braloey '
Beflnitely

urrl DAQ DO QINDer o0 ISe G O Mand's
:

oF breakisst

®

me &t lnst, and I

t to desiror e
. T3 et

nialits was
he was g

-~

Ho

eXPerint
s o

as & rule, |

the lawt letter that he had
It was written in

contrast, &
ever had from her.

penoll, just st the beginning of Mand'»

sudden

thus:
Th

znd feml iliness It began

‘ io
Hl send you &
Lin-es
|

out of the doots
to disnerhaps.
Iite 52 sws
sad to t

1o 4 H
4 Mo

o . nod I I_'I wira that [ shall
How oould T &l when vou're made
U worth whila) b denr o 3

rlove s0 Eneiy 30 "] 3'«..;
€ you—po, 1 Comit 1
shook im Faurdley's trem-

It was with dificalty

i

bling head.

that he read on:
12

“Teried i 1258 nipht. sod pou werem'y

I w.s =0 jonely

He bhad to stop there. His throat
moved involuntarily, and he was on

THE IDEA TAXES POSSESIION OF WYT.NMOT,
the verpe of sohbing. Moving alowly
snd quistly, he put the lefter bock in
the burcan and the portradt back In ita

pince on the wall He sat down in
froot of the portrait and pgazed at i
n  protty., yellow-haired girl wi

mournful eyes, who had loved hkim
well and thonght him nobhs. And Ged
had taken her and left him to the com-
position of an ntenscly hamarous story.

He had once the belief thist he was s
man of feeling and honor, jand he has
now lost the belief end he ¢annot Hee
without . Late at night M- gpoes oot
1le goes down to the Embankment with
the lntention of killing himsnlf

He does not do &g, because he arrfwes
there just in time to stop apother man
from killing bimself. The other man,
a stranger to Wylmeot, s a young man
with sandy bair—to-wit, Mr. Albers
Weeles.

I think.” says Wrlmot. speaking
firmly, but with a erricus smile on his
face, “vou had better comae baclk with
me to my rooms and talk thissver.™ Iie
stops n passing hansom

“What's it got to do with o™ Weeks

wi

| begins

“Yon happen to have saved my life.”
“That'sa lic. Yousaved mine. thongh |
I 44dn't went your domuned interfer-
i You pulled me back as I was on
What {]r.jou ‘mean by
1 your life?
says, with the same
at ls what I want v
I also h
Burely that
itroduetion. nows;
cabh™

parapet

Y

gt into the
At Wrlmot's ehambers the servant
with an soxious expression on his
lot them In. It ns  he
Wrimot. e had been pesvous abont
his master. and he was glnd 10 seo him
no longer alone snd looking in better

spirits

ALY

vanished

rert Weeks felt mazed and won-

g were the ats nf the last few

rrs that had driven him 1o despera-
tion uareal, or wasithis norenl? The
two men had drawn thelr chaies up in
front Albert Weeks sipped
the T fee and LEnked his
eves: he n o i of ream
T] gt heard Wylmot speaking.
. wr yom i

f to-nigrht

u T

No, iy, T saved you from an isolated
pct. Yo mved me from an eoties
wrong principle. [ do ot know wlheth
er B e salf clenr But [ feel th
obligntion deeply, and | = speak of it
agwin aftervarnis Inthe meantime von
st know my baioe He hauded

Chtehrate='n Lrgliva i* .,....‘:_‘1'.“\-.." ‘ ‘ - ‘,-
Feiisivaivir Fiiis "
%;_;%-. : =\, . S g w1 - Then Vs & wt el
L : L8 S -‘ LLat it - s

4

Ik the |

! 'wom wonld not coasent to the humille

| ‘have been nothing to identify me by.
So she'd bave got used gradually to bee
| ing withovt me. And her masried sis-
ter wonld have felt she'l more ciaim
for support if she had no hushand.
“Now, I must tell roucbout myesl? ™
“Well. couarse. [ know a little
sbout you. Tve secn sicned things by
¥ou in the Cosmopolitan, | was never
one of the lueky ones—i4
take me on the
| yon five in
bers in perfect lu
and ever

ol

awell

you must be grond

mopalitmn

“It's so mnech beiter, < knosw,
Weeks, to be & good man than to be a
good suthor. 1 had B e
ful thinge. It did not k H
disgrace; 1t was not, in th- ¢ f tha
Iaw, an ofense at : But it took
away my self-respect, and | zot feed
as if | could itve witl I would

we | want to tallk
va, but 1 must

¢ Will you excnse me™

Tha
#COD Written, and given
post.

“Now, then.” seid Wylmot, stand

before the firs, “as we

Lave

our wine we will smoke Yi
possibly like these cigars. A

before. =ithout stending it. r

placed me nnder & wery great olill-
gation. | sure that m, B N
gFentieman. will understand tha: Fem-
, tleman does not like to ba left in that
position.  As some slight ae vierd
! ment of the great good you hare o=

| me 1 have just sent instrootd
solicitors by

eease. roccive a legaey of one reand
| pounds Yoo want mopey pow, and |
' want to give vom ft. mt of sourse

tion of recelving a present of mon
A legaey Is a different matier, and one

can take a legace.™

i

“1—1 do not know how te thank yon. ™
¢ Eald Weelts. ] eould not, of course
hare ac Hed & present of

“Now, ] must tell you me
Fouo.

ans for
You love vour wife®”

*“She and the ehildren are—well,
theyre naturally the incipal thing
“Now, it is quite evident tome thut
itis your duty to take ti
country for a holiday

worked ™

“Gh, I worked pretts
didn’t eome to anything

“Very likely from
wife and children, to
chnnge, Y« must be
two montha

1)

AVAY
When yon come bael

will give yom a letter to the editur of
the Cosmopolitan; he will do, | may
$ar, & § deal for m If you can
write, he will Lot vouwrlte. If not, he
will find scme other remunerntive oe-
oul for you, And, | think, yon

“‘(‘-111-1 probubly like to discharse o
pecuniary obligation that you may
muder to Mrs. Warboy
b | 1d Bt
There Is no money. ™

s

-

I

shion it Is tmpo=aille

“Oh, some arrangement can sasiiv b
mads Let me sen ¥ not borrow
a hundred from me, giving me vor i
O 1.2

“ntop,” sald Weelksy “it
mein. You'regivinge mamoney;
with gratitude You've sav
and you've mnde 1t pussib) wome tor

goon living. And sou've done it all
so kind treating me aa nn equal. and
no one's been | tals to me for a long
time—and, damn it, 1 can't even speak
about jt! Ho rowe and turned to the
window with a = his thront

Albert Weeks editorial
post on the Cosmop. ile has
n very comfo i 11 1th
Ba

PERFORMS ODD DUTIES.

e Nockett, of Hroekliya, Is Ferewoman
in & Livery Stalile

A pevallar sitaation §s that held by
Mrs Elien Bockett, of Brooklyn She
Is forewoman of s Lig «ta awned
by .l. T. Story, a oon r,aid la
ch: riv-three horses and sof
{ or Ve o el Yer |
hus M K cit is an b
woman of at t fifty vears 1. and
@ospite her pe AT W T ——

1. - H o oy 1 r

T8 Tce got into the river, there would | went 1o work for Mr. Wry ometeen

wounlda't |

Fears ago.  He wes foreman here and
1 helped hima pood deal It was his
own fanlt that he lost his plaee and
Mr. Story offered it tome. 1 was glad
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